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Introduction  

Does Numicon Improve 
the Quality of our 
Teaching Practices 
within Numeracy?  



Stage One  
Free 

Exploration 
and 

Discovery  



 

 

Stage One , Term Three 2010  
Free Exploration and Discovery  

 Å Children  explored  Numicon freely  without  any adult  direction  ð Teachers  wanted 
to  observe how children  would use it  themselves  

Å Teachers  also needed time  to  become familiar  with  Numicon ð 

Å Parents were provided  with  basic information  through  posters,  newsletters  and 
follow  ups 

Å Children  had access to  Numicon everyday  ð it  had a home next  to  our literacy  
table  

Å Children  could use it  in all areas inside the  kindergarten  

Å Numicon sat  well with  natural  resources  e.g. stones, shells,  acorns, sticks,  glass 
beads, (we changed these  resources  weekly to  maintain it  interest)  

Å Teacherõs started  to  actively  think  of  ways of  integrating  it  more  with  other  
curriculum  areas e.g. placed Numicon into  block  area ð children  did  not  use these  
together  (more thinking  was required)  

Å Numicon could be easily used during  mat times  with  waiata, books and finger  
rhymes. 

Å Numicon Boards were popular with  the  children  

Å Children  also enjoyed  putting  Numicon back into  their  boxes at  the  end of  the  
session 
 



Numicon Environment  



Using Numicon at the light table  



Using Numicon with the boards  



Numicon at Mat time  



Some formal teaching happens  
Predicting pattern  

Children close 
their eyes 

while I swap 
two of the 
numbers.  

 Which two 
cards are in 
the wrong 

place? 


