




So, what’s included?

Firm Foundations 
Online 

Subscription

Firm Foundations 
Apparatus Pack 

and more!



Numicon Firm Foundations 

Comprehensive and varied  programme of Maths activities based on a proven approach to teaching and learning mathematics 
that builds deep understanding for every child, firmly placing the teacher as an exemplar mathematical communicator

• Teaching and activities for indoors and outdoors

• 18 activity cards covering Years 0 and 1mathematics for the NZ curriculum

• Uses stories, songs and rhymes and includes cross curricular links

• Includes assessment opportunities throughout

• Covers Shape, Space and Measure

• Teaching Resource Handbook

• Firm Foundations Online

• Firm Foundations Apparatus pack

Firm Foundations prepares children for the rest of their lives in maths!



Assessment in Numicon Firm Foundations 
As children work on the Numicon activities you can assess their ability to:

Communication and Language

• Make comments about what they have heard and ask questions to clarify their understanding
• Hold conversation when engaged in back-and-forth exchanges with their teacher and peers
• Participate in small group, class and one-to-one discussions, offering their own ideas, using recently introduced 

vocabulary
• Offer explanations for why things might happen, making use of recently introduced vocabulary

• Express their ideas and feelings about their experiences using full sentences

Personal, Social and Emotional Development

• Set and work towards simple goals, being able to wait for what they want and control their immediate impulses when 
appropriate

• Give focused attention to what the teacher says, responding appropriately even when engaged in activity, and show an 
ability to follow instructions involving several ideas or actions

• Be confident to try new activities and show independence, resilience and perseverance in the face of challenge

• Work and play cooperatively and take turns with others



Lisa Lalor, 
Numicon 
Consultant 

Firm Foundations supports children to actively engage with mathematical ideas while 
developing their ability to visualise, which is a fundamental skill children need to learn. 
Firm Foundations provides step-by-step guidance to support children to develop 
understanding of numbers that goes beyond recognition of numerals and oral 
counting…children practically engage with apparatus and images to makes concepts less 
abstract and more ‘real’ for the children.

Numicon Firm Foundations offers a carefully planned teaching programme with clear 
progression and sequencing. The teacher’s handbook contains everything you need, 
saving time and ensuring coverage. In the best tradition of early years, the approach is 
active and child centred. 
Accompanying the teaching resources is an online book of songs/rhymes with 
accompanying activities – Numicon at the Seaside.

Sue 
Cowley, 
Author and 
Teacher



The Teaching Guide provides information on the Numicon approach, key 
mathematical ideas, a glossary of mathematical terms, how to use Numicon 
Online planning and assessment, and what’s in the apparatus pack. 

Photocopy Masters provide you with all the tools you need to 
complete the activities. 

A look inside Firm Foundations
Teaching Guide and Photocopy Masters



Activity Cards



Numicon Online Firm Foundations
Brings together all your planning and classroom resources

• eBook version of the teaching handbook with direct links to 
extra resources

• Numicon Interactive Whiteboard Software access

• Assessment tracking resources

• eBook of Numicon at the Seaside Big Book and further activity 
sheets for home learning

• visual references demonstrating exemplar classroom set-ups

• professional development videos

• extra printable photocopy masters
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Numicon Professional Development

Join our independent maths consultants either at your nearest workshop or virtually, to 
become confident and capable in using the Numicon approach to improve standards in 
your school

• Numicon Professional Development

• Central Courses

• Virtual Courses

• Numicon Digital Bitesize Workshops

• Free Q&A Sessions

• Numicon Inset 

• Numicon Catch up and Intervention



Next Steps

• Book a maths review for your school

• Contact an Advocate School 

• Order your Professional Development Training for Numicon

Contact us to arrange any of the above admin@edushop.nz (The NZ supplier of Numicon)

mailto:admin@edushop.nz
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