












Numbers as labels and for counting 

30-50 months Firm Foundations  Numicon Activity 
  card No. 

Use number names and number language spontaneously 2a, 2b Whilst playing with Numicon Children begin  
   to call the Shapes by their number names

Show curiosity about numbers by offering comments 1a, 1b Children using mathematically rich  
or asking questions in play   environment and interactive maths display

Use some number names accurately in play 2a, 2b Children may spontaneously call Numicon  
   shapes by their number names

Sometimes match number and quantity correctly 1a, 1b Counting

Recognise groups with one, two or three objects  1a, 1b Counting

40-60 months+ Firm Foundations Numicon Activity 
  card No. 

Recognise some numerals of personal signi�cance 1a, 1b Counting

Count up to three or four objects saying one number 6b  Fill the holes 
name for each item 

Count out up to six objects from a larger group 6b, 7a  Using Numicon and Connecting Activities

Count actions or objects that cannot be moved 6b  Fill the holes 

Begin to count beyond 10 1a, 1b Follow Counting activities and use the  
   Numicon Display Number line

Begin to represent numbers using �ngers,  7b  Using Numicon and Connecting activities 
marks on paper or pictures

Select the correct numeral to represent 7b  Give it a number 
1 to 5, then 1 to 9 objects 

Recognise numerals 1 to 5, then 1 to 9 7b  Give it a number  

Count an irregular arrangement of up to 10 objects 6b, 7a  Using Numicon and Connecting activities

Estimate how many objects they can see and  9a  How many without counting? 
check by counting them

Count aloud in ones twos �ves or tens 1a, 1b Counting

Know that numbers identify how many objects are in a set 7a  Build it up 
  7b Give it a Number  
  8a  Number the Shapes, Spin a number,  
   Feel and Find 
  8b Picture the pattern 1, Count and check,       
   Picture the pattern 2

Planning and Assessment – Links to  
Mathematical Development in the  
Early Years Foundation Stage
To help with planning and assessment, the chart below shows how Numicon Firm Foundations  
Activities relate to children’s mathematical development in the Early Years Foundation Stage.
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Numicon Firm Foundations Record of Progress
The Record of Progress shows the small detailed steps of the Numicon Firm Foundations Teaching  
Programme. It is arranged in three parallel strands: Numbers as labels and for counting, Using  
Pattern and Calculating. We suggest that the Record of Progress is used where children’s progress  
needs to be very closely monitored and also as a general guide for planning and to give an overview  
of the teaching programme.

Numbers as labels and for counting 
Recognition and ordering of Numicon Shapes, Counting and Place values   

Child is able to: Numicon Firm Stepping Date 

   Foundations Activity Card Stone/ELG Achieved 

 1. Recite numbers to...  

 2. Match Numicon Shapes by colour

 3. Recognise Numicon Shapes by colour

 4.  Find Numicon Shape to match Numicon pattern  
built with Pegs on Base Board  1   2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  
(focus on pattern children may not yet be using number  
names to identify the Numicon Shapes)

 5.  Build Numicon pattern with Pegs on Base Board in response  
to seeing the Numicon Shape  1   2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  
(focus on pattern children may not yet be using number  
names to identify the Numicon Shapes)

 6. Count objects (one-to-one) to...

 7. Recognise numbers within stories and rhymes 

 8.   Find position of Numicon Shape on Numicon Number  
Line by matching

 9.   Find Numicon Shape in response to hearing the number  
name 1   2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10 

 10.   Name Numicon shapes (child says number name in response  
to seeing Shape) 1   2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10

 11.   Recognise numerals (child points to numeral in response to  
hearing the number name) 1   2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10

 12.   Name numerals (child says number name when shown  
numerals – out of order)  1   2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10

 13.  Remove 2 objects from a set of 10

 14.  Remove 5 objects from a set of 10

 15.  Remove 9 objects from a set of 10

 16.   Match numerals with appropriate Numicon Shapes  
1   2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10   

 17.  Find out how many to 10 without counting  
(by grouping objects into Numicon patterns)     
1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10

 18. Find the last number in a count to 10 on Numicon Number Line

 19. Begin write numerals 1-10

 20. Uses counting con�dently in different situations   

 21.  Count on from any number within counting range (teacher  
establishes counting range by asking child how far s/he can count  
and then chooses a  number for child to count on from)

Name     Date of Birth  
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Number track for counting
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Spinner Overlays
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